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Student Learning and Experience Committee 

	GUIDANCE PROCESS FOR THE APPROVAL OF RECOGNITION AND MONITORING OF PARTNER COURSES 


The University recognises potential incoming awards for admission to its courses with or without Advanced Standing.  The advantage of Recognition is that the admissions decision for an applicant holding a recognised qualification becomes routine and does not require an individual assessment of the incoming qualification.  There are two types of Recognition as defined in Section 6, Chapter E of the Quality Framework:

1. Recognition – Advanced Standing (1a)  
2. Recognition – Admissions (1b)  
The steps involved in the Approval of a Recognition Arrangement Covering the two Types of Recognition is shown in the following flowchart

	COLLABORATIVE PROVISION – FLOWCHART FOR THE APPROVAL OF A RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENT COVERING THE TWO TYPES OF RECOGNITION (1a & 1b)
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The details of the proposal and, in particular, the possible involvement of Teesside University in quality and standards of the incoming award, will be considered in each case.  The appropriateness of the proposals considering the degree of risk and uncertainty, and an understanding of how the effectiveness of such arrangements will be reviewed and, if appropriate, adjusted over time.

Thus, one might expect significant differences between, a proposal where the proposed Partner has no previous relevant experience and no record of quality assurance practice; and a proposal where the Partner has been running a successful course for some time, under defined quality assurance procedures.

The key issue is how the appropriate level of the incoming award is determined and how it relates to the proposed entry point of the Teesside University course.

1.
Mapping of Third-Party Courses to TU Courses

The same principles will apply whether the incoming course is being considered for Admissions entry to Level 3/4 (e.g., Level 3 equivalent – a foundation course); Level 5/6 with Advanced Standing (e.g., HND/Diploma); or Level 7 (e.g., a pre Masters course).  Clearly, a view will be taken as to whether, for example for Level 4 entry, detailed subject mapping is needed (e.g., for engineering), or whether it is really the Admission entry level which is key (e.g., for a business course which is taught ab initio).

2.
Principles

· Students should be appropriately prepared for their studies at Teesside University prior to commencement of their studies and should have achieved the requisite English language level.

· For Advanced Standing arrangements, the achievement of learning outcomes must be demonstrated as those broadly equivalent to Teesside University modules for which they are going to be given credit.

3. Process

Three things need to be established and evidenced in the mapping process:

1) Level:  establish the level and volume of the incoming award.
2) Coherence:  the subjects studied on the incoming award should broadly map to the credits to be exempted in the Teesside University course.  If the Teesside University award is a top-up where there are no Level 4 and 5 modules, the key subjects should have been studied in the incoming award and the Teesside degree should be a coherent progression from these subjects. Note:  it is not necessary to create a “ghost” Level 4 and 5 to map against in this case – merely to indicate the key subjects, which would be needed in such a degree.

3) Preparation for next Level:  the student should have been prepared for subjects to be studied in the next level (or top-up).  This may mean that on a course with a wide range of options, the agreement may specify which modules the student may (or may not) study.

4. Level and Volume of Incoming Award

· If the incoming award is mapped onto the UK FHEQ, or appropriate National Qualification Framework (NQF), then this will determine the level.
OR
· If the award is mapped against a national framework, (e.g., Malta Qualifications Framework (MQF)) recognised in the UK, this is also acceptable.  If the framework is for a country with which the QAA has a Memorandum of Understanding or Agreement, then the level indicated in that framework must be respected.
OR
· If the award is identified on National Recognition Information Centre (NARIC) and the level suggested is the same as our assessment of the qualification (if we have one), we need to specify NARIC as our means of establishing incoming level.
OR
· Where the incoming award is not recognised within a framework or the University believes the NARIC level to be incorrect, then the following should be done:

· Compare the learning outcomes from the incoming course with the learning outcomes of the credits being given and see whether they match (the University’s Level Descriptors can be used here).
· If learning outcomes of the incoming course are not expressed in a way, which is useful, look at assessments in the final year of the incoming award and determine whether they match the proposed level.
Care must be taken to ensure that there is a sufficient volume of learning in the award being given credit, for example, a diploma may only be 40 credits, not 240.

5.
Coherence

The Recognition Mapping section is to be used for the coherence mapping.  This takes Teesside University modules to be exempted by level and identifies the key learning areas in those modules.  It then demonstrates where these areas are covered in the incoming award and identifies any gaps.  A judgement is then made as to whether these gaps are significant – there will always be some but reasons for ignoring these gaps must be stated on the mapping.

6. Preparation for Next Level

By studying the mapping of the incoming award undertaken in the previous stage, or the specification of the incoming award if into Level 4/Level 6 top-up/Level 7, it will be clear whether the student on this course will be adequately prepared for study.

If any of the core modules would not have the necessary knowledge from the incoming award, then the Recognition Arrangement cannot be completed.  If there are enough option modules for which there has been adequate preparation, then the arrangement can be completed with specification of which modules may be studied.

7. Completing the Recognition Paperwork

Once the level, volume, coherence and readiness for the next level have been determined, the paperwork can be completed and considered either within the School Student Learning & Student Experience Sub-Committee (SSLESC), School International Committee (SIC) or Formal Validation event.
Paperwork will include the following documentation:

· Standard Recognition Arrangement (Typology 1a & 1b) (see form E-Annex 10), Proforma for the Approval of a Recognition Arrangement for the Purpose of Admission with or without Advanced Standing, incorporating: 

· Recognition (Advanced Standing/Admissions) Arrangement agreed Mapping and Other Entry Requirements. 
· Advanced Standing or Admissions Arrangement Mapping.
8. Post Recognition Approval 

The School will update the Articulations and Student Exchange Database, via e-Vision, and forward the above, if appropriate to International Development, along with a copy of the relevant SSLESC/SIC minute where this item was considered.  
Completion of the University Formal Recognition Agreement (E-Annex 11) is only required where the University does not have a current agreement/contract with the Partner. 
Any changes made to the main text of the Formal Recognition Agreement (E-Annex 11) must be formally approved by the Legal and Governance Services Department via email at Contracts@tees.ac.uk.
NB:  Following approval at SSLESC/SIC, if appropriate, the Formal Recognition Agreement (E-Annex 11) should be forwarded to Department of International Development.  International Development will arrange for the International Partner to sign the agreement.  Please note that supporting/supplementary documentation should not be forwarded onto International Development along with these documents.
Copies of the signed Formal Recognition Agreements will be retained by Department of International Development, and a Recognition Certificate sent to the Partner.

9. Recognition Agreement - Annual Review

The School, via the SSLESC/SIC meeting, will monitor and review all Articulation Agreements annually (see E-Annex 13) to ensure they remain current and appropriate.   
10. Recognition Agreement - Re-approval

The School, normally in line with the Periodic Review of a course or after 6 years of approval, will review the Articulation Agreement and seek approval through the course approval process or SSLESC/SIC meeting.
11. Termination of an agreement

The agreement may be terminated at any time by either party, subject to 6 months’ notice setting out the reason for termination.
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